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The First Existentialist 
Congregation of Atlanta began in 
1976 when approximately ten 
individuals gathered on Friday 
evenings in a private home in 

guided by founder Rev. R. Lanier 
Clance, were based on existential 
principles and were filled with 
music, art, theater, and Spoken 
Word. 
This group of individuals has been 

grown from approximately 10 to 
150 current members and friends.

In 1978, the membership voted to 
join the Unitarian Universalist 
Association of Congregations. We 
met in the Decatur YMCA as our 
membership grew, and in 1980, assumed ownership of 470 Candler Park Drive, Atlanta (The Old Stone 
Church), and changed our name from Church to Congregation to reflect our commitment to diversity and 
inclusion.  

Marsha Mitchiner, Dean Rowley, and Janna Nelson were ordained as existentialist ministers in 1992, 1994, 
and 2002, respectively. Rev. Clance retired in 2001, and Rev. Janna Nelson served as full-time minister until 
2004.

In 2005, the First Existentialist Congregation of Atlanta became an independent fellowship with
Rev. Marsha Mitchiner serving as our fellowship minister, which she continues today.
We continue weekly Celebrations of Life Sunday morning services, with many social justice
activities and artistic events.


